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PA PIRC is pleased to provide you
with the winter 2009 edition of the
PA PIRC Newsletter. | am conydent
that you will ynd it informative and
enlightening. | hope that whatever
role you play in the lives of young
people, within these pages you

will ynd useful information that will
assist you in providing support for
students in meeting the challenges
and demands of their educational
programs. PA PIRC has many varied
programs, workshops and other
initiatives planned for the months to
come. They are designed to assist
parents in developing skills and
strategies to take a leading role in
their children’s learning.

In addition, PA PIRC supports
schools in welcoming parents,
family members and community
representatives as active and
effective partners in enhancing
student achievement. | hope that you
have the opportunity to participate
in one or more of these worthwhile
activities. Let us know how we can
assist you in developing successful
parent/school partnerships.

Mark S. Lewis, Ed.D.
PA PIRC Director
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Resource Center (PA PIRC) Staff

Pennsylvania Parent Information and
Resource Center (PA PIRC) is pleased
to welcome two new staff members.

On November 3, 2008, Dr. Mark Lewis
became the Director of PA PIRC. Dr.
Lewis has over thirty years of experience
in the public school setting. He started
his career as a secondary English teacher
in Central Pennsylvania. In 1981 he
moved to New York where he served

as a school administrator in six school
districts over a twenty-seven year span.
For sixteen of those years he served

as a superintendent of schools. Dr.

Lewis has had extensive experience
working with parents, teachers,
administrators and community members
in the area of school improvement
planning, professional development,

and technology integration. In 2004,

he was recognized as New York

State Superintendent of the Year by

the New York State Computer and
Technology Educators. Dr. Lewis earned
his bachelor’s degree in secondary
education from Penn State University
and his master’s degree in educational
administration from Bucknell University.
In 1996 he was awarded a doctorate

in educational administration from
Syracuse University. His broad
knowledge base and vast experience will
rhifmhsbmskx rdqud sn etkskk sgd Bhrrinm
of PA PIRC.

Also joining the PA PIRC team, on
October 26, 2008, is Karen Martin, a
Coordinator who will be working with
the Solid Foundation schools. Ms.
Martin will also assist in the preparation
and delivery of information regarding
standards-based learning, school

report cards, public school choice,
supplemental educational

services and parents’ role in their
children’s learning. She will work

with parents, school personnel and
community organization representatives
to carry out this work. Ms. Martin
recently moved to Pennsylvania after
working for many years in Kansas City
and St. Louis, Missouri. She worked

in Olathe School District in Kansas
City for twenty-two years. While
there, she taught special education at
the elementary and early childhood
levels. She also taught kindergarten for
seven years and worked as a transition
specialist. In this capacity she served
children exiting early childhood with
Individual Education Plans (IEPs)

and transitioning into kindergarten by
providing consultation to the school
staff and direct service to the students
as needed. She implemented a similar
program in St. Louis where she worked
in a community setting with children

in early childhood with IEPs. She also
served as the parent facilitator for

the district’s early childhood special
education program, serving 400 families.
Recently, she was the St. Louis Parent-
Child Coordinator responsible for a
fee-based program for families and
children, birth through kindergarten.
On the administrative team for the
building that served 4,000 families, she
worked with Parents as Teachers (PAT),
early childhood special education,
developmental screening and general
education preschools within the district.

With the addition of these two
individuals, we look forward to an
exciting and productive year.
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You’'ve Gotta Have Art!

by Caroline Allen
President, Pennsylvania PTA

The Pennsylvania Parent Teacher
Association (PTA) takes great pride

in its partnerships. Working with the
Pennsylvania Parent Information and
Resource Center (PA PIRC) is one great
example. Another PTA partner is the
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts.

There are two art programs that our
organizations work together and
support. One is the National Poetry
Out Loud Program, a poetry recitation
competition sponsored by the National
Endowment for the Arts. The other is
the National PTA Arts in Education
ognfg™ B b kkdc 8Qdsdbshnmre- Sgdgd ~qd
six categories in this program: visual
arts, photography, literature, musical
bn B onrhshnm+ sk B .uhcdn ogncthbshnm
and dance choreography. Local

PTA units hold an age-appropriate
competition for Kindergarten - 12th
grade students. The top winners move
on to a council judging, and thereafter
a regional judging, a statewide judging
and possibly a national judging. The
Qdsdbshnmr ognfg™ B “kknw/r rstcdmsr
from across the nation to showcase
their talents. It also demonstrates the
necessity of all schools having art
education available to students.

Did you know that when students
participate in the visual arts, music and
dance, there is a direct link to improved
performance in creative thinking and

in mathematics and science? Did you
know that the No Child Left Behind Act
hcdmshsdr sgd “gsr “r ~ dbngd “bcd Bhb
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help students acquire a longer attention
span?

January

We, as parents, need to advocate for
the arts in education. Find out what art
programs are available in your schools.
What are the quality and quantity of the
art supplies? Talk to your school board
members and your local legislators.
Work with your building principal and
the teachers to ensure that students are
exposed to the arts. Also, don’t forget to
take your children to art museums, the
theater and the symphony.

| have taken great satisfaction in
watching my daughter try out for the February
high school musical. The camaraderie
and learning experience are lessons that
can not be learned in a classroom with
chairs lined in a row. | have witnessed
pride in the faces of the students in the
marching band. I have gained insight
into the minds of the students through
their visual art works. These students
work so hard to demonstrate their
artistry. Often times, it is art programs
that keep them in school.

So, yes, in my opinion, the arts are

as important as math, reading and
writing. You know your child the best.
Where are his or her talents? Is your
child receiving the art education he or
she deserves? In the end, we all want
our children to achieve and become
productive adults. The arts will help get
them there.
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